
 NJHS-SMS 
 Selection Procedure Description 

 The National Junior Honor Society chapter of St. Matthias School is a duly chartered 
 and affiliated chapter of this prestigious national organization. Membership is open to 
 those students who meet the required standards in five areas of evaluation: 
 scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship  . 

 NJHS Pillars of Membership 
 ●  Scholarship 

 Students must first meet this criterion to become candidates for membership. 
 ●  Service 

 This involves voluntary contributions made by a student and done without compensation. 
 Chapters can require evidence of service to either the school, the community or both. 

 ●  Leadership 
 Student leaders are those who are resourceful, good problem solvers, and idea contributors. 
 Leadership experiences can be drawn from school or community activities while working with or 
 for others. 

 ●  Character 
 The student of good character is cooperative; demonstrates high standards of honesty and 
 reliability; shows courtesy, concern, and respect for others. A chapter’s faculty council may 
 review or consider disciplinary records when evaluating this criterion. 

 ●  Citizenship 
 In general, the student who demonstrates citizenship understands the importance of civic 
 engagement; has a high regard for freedom and justice; and respects democracy. 

 Students are  selected  for membership by  majority vote  of a five-member 
 principal-appointed faculty council  , which bestows  this honor upon qualified 
 students on behalf of the faculty of our school each year. 



 The selection process is as follows: 

 Students in grades 6 (after marking period 2), 7, and 8 are eligible for membership.  For 
 the  scholarship  criterion, a student must have a  *cumulative  average  of 95% and 
 may not have any missing assignments. 

 *The grades in the Quick Lookup portion of PowerSchool are given for each core class and 
 special separately.  When an administrator runs a  cumulative report  for those grades for 
 NJHS or GPA (8th grade), the grades are weighted to get an accurate average. Specials count 
 for 1 credit since students only have that class once a week.  Core classes are weighted as 3 
 credits since those are daily classes. 

 Those students who meet this scholarship criterion are invited to complete a Candidate 
 Form that provides the faculty council with information regarding the candidate’s 
 leadership and service activities  . 

 The  Candidate Forms  are carefully reviewed by the  faculty council to determine 
 membership. A majority vote of the council is necessary for selection. Candidates are 
 notified regarding selection or non selection according to a predetermined schedule. 

 Following notification, a formal  induction ceremony  is held at the school to recognize 
 all the newly selected members. Once inducted, new members are required to 
 maintain the same level of performance (or better) in all five criteria that led to their 
 selection. 


